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‘ = In offering thefe elucidations, T fhould oblerve, within t i its
Qjﬂ!?lunn @ase[tc, ;:_';‘ that ‘the view in which 1 bave t),rought forward tht; ‘ ; bcfan&uary, e o
= ; —= preliminary, which :

—— e R ; - = =
—":E'NAPOLIS, THURSDA r,.:u!}/:r’?l 7, 1808,
— ,
Communicated by tbf President to Conjress.

.

CORRESPONDENCE ° ‘
"BETWEEN MR. MADDISON. AND MR. ROSE.

.
Washingtoh, Fanuary 26th, 1808.

SIR : ‘
A\}ING had the honour to flate to you, that
I am exprefsly precluded by my inftrudions
from entering upon any negotiation for the adjultment
of the differences ariling trom the encounter ot his
mjjgny's thip Leapard and the frigate of the United
Statesy the Chefapeake, as long as the, proclamation
of “the prefident of the United States, of the -2d
July, 1807, {hall be in force, I beg leave to offer you
fuch farther explanation of the nature of that condi-
tlon, as appears to me calculated to place the motives
under which it has been enjoined to me thus to bring
it forward in their true light,

[n whatever {pirit that inftrument was ifued, it is
fufaciently obvious, that it bas been produdtive of
confiderable prejudice to his majefty’s interefts, as
onfided o his military and other f{ervants in the

l‘lmvc;ﬁ')cciﬁéd, is neitlégr, as to
dc'mand conceflion or redrels, as for a wrong com-
mitted : into fuch the claim to s difcontinuance or
hoftile provifionis carivot be canfirued’; but it is fimply
to require a ceflation of enactments injurious in their
cﬂ'c(_‘,ls, and which, if perfifted in, elpecially. after
thelc cxplanations, muft evincey fpirit of hoﬁility,
undcu: which his majelly could not authorife the pro-
fecution of the prefent negotiation, either confift-
ently with his own honour, or with any well founded
expediation of. the renewal or durdtion of that good
underftand:ng between the two countries, which it is
equally the intereft of both to fofter and to ameliorate.

I have the honour to be, with the higheft confidera-,

tion, Sir, your obedient and moft humble fervant,
(Sigoed) G. H.-ROSE. |

‘Department of State,‘ﬂ[ar,ch 5y ’IBOB.

HS_”,‘) R |

I FIAYV T had the honour to receive and lay be.
fore the prefident, your letter of the 26th January,
In which you Qtate, that you are “ exprefsly precluded
by your inftru@ions trom entering upon any negotia-
tion for the adjuftment of the differences arifing from
the encounter of his Britannic majefty’s fhip the Leo-
pard. and the frigate of the United States, the Chefa-
peake, as long as the proclamation of the prefident of

United States, to the honour of bis flag, and to the
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government.  Fiom the operation of this proclama.

tonshave unavoidably refulted effecs of retaliation, anfwer, that before the proclamation of the prefident United States, not denied to be fuch; on the plea,
73 fell-allumed redielsywich-night be Neld t6 at-— could becorne a funjet-oftconlideration, fatislattion T14t (RE goverament ol-the Unites States had reful- . -
eéd to furrender to the demand of admiral Berkley,

et materially the queftion of the reparation due - to
the United States, efpecially in as much as its ex-
cution has been perfevered in after the knowledge of
bis majelty’s earty, unequivocal, and unfolicited dif-
avowal of the unauthorifed aé of admiral Berkley, .
his ditclaimer of the precenfion exhibited by that ofli-
er to fearch the national fhips of a friendly power
or deferters, and the afTurances of prompt and effec-
uil reparation, all communicated without Iofs of
ime, to the minifter of the United States in London,
{o as not to leuve @ doubt as to his majefty’s juft and
micable intentions, But his majefty, making every
llowance for the irritation which was excited, and
he mifapprehenfions which exifted, has authorifed
ne to proceed in the negotiation upon the fole dif-
ontinuance of meafures of fo inimicable a tendency.

You are aware, firy that any delay, which may
ave atifen in the adjuftment of the prefent differen-
cesy is not imputable to an intention of procraltina-
ion on the part of his majelty’s government; on the
contrary, its anxiety to terminate as expeditioufly as
poflible the difcuffion of a matter fo interefling to
oth nations, has been evinced by the communication
made by Mr. fecretary Canning to Mr. Monros, be-
fore that minifter of the United States was even in«
fornied=of the encodmer;mrd=wowyhy—thes 3
itude with which it has difpatched a fpecial miffion
o this country, for that expre(s purpofe, _

I'can have no difficulty in flating a new to you,
with relpet to the provifions of my inftru@ions, cal-
culated as they are to infure an hooourable adjutt-
ment of the important point in queftion, and to re-
move the impreffions, which the late caule of diffe-
tnce ay have excited in the minds' of this nation,
bat I am authorifed to exprefs my conviion, that
hey are fuch as will enable me to terminate the ne-
Qiation amicably and fatisfacorily, ‘

Having learnt from you, fir. thatit is lolely as a
mealore of precaution, the provifions of the proclaniati.
onare now enforced, "I muft verfuade myfelf, that u
du't':. confideration of his majefty’s conduct in this
tanfadtion, will remave as well any mifapprehenfions
which may have heen entertained refpe@ing his majel.
y'sdifpalitions towards the U, States, as the grounds
pon whieh that enforcement refts, and the more fo,
a3 it has long bren a matter of notariety, that the
olrdcrs iTued ta the offigers of his majefty’s navy, in
bis proclamation of the 16th Octobier, 1807, afford
mple ft'curi!y,"”.thaz no attempt can again be made to
affert 2 pretenfion which his majefty from the firlt

lllvow( - . . °

Lmay add, that if his majefty has oot command.
td me toenter 1nto the difcuifion of the other cdufes
oF complaint, ftated to ‘arife from the condu@ of his

val eathmanderd i thsle fr:’\s,"p"riﬁr' to the encousta’
et of the Leopard and“Chelaprake, it was becaule it
his heen deemed impropsr to mingle them, whatever

1y, be their merits, - with: the prefent matter, fo
uel) mars intereRing and:important in its nature ;

Pinion oeirinally anniéaiﬁi}v&ly xprefled by Mr,,
{aneab, {gnﬁﬂ'rntcd to by Mr. fc:‘crczary Canning,

Bn}:if, upon: this more rcccnggan% more . weighty
‘.‘kf of difculfion, ﬁihn which ‘thef#roclamation
'0ly and watetially refls, his majelty’s amicablefh.

tentions 4 re unequivacallys evinced, it is fufficiently

clear, that ng haftile digﬁb’ﬂz%"' “@an be fuppoled to.

Xt on, hiy pargd nat taniany vies e atsributed to:

bli_‘gfovefmngm.-‘fuch a ﬁ‘j’-'gmjﬁ‘tfiﬂﬁ-. -
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be ouptoraed.

T"his demand, fir, mighrt jumy"(;ugg‘c[-l’ the fimple

T4y 2
¢ rritorial " jurifdi@tion
could not fhil to arcufe the fenGbitity ofjthcr public
and 10 make a_folemn appeal to the “juftice of“the
Britith government:  The cale way prelehted’ :
‘ver to that govepnment” by. this, i
it required ;*an

he deferved,
gal proof of atadt fufficientlyinatorioys of itfelf-unt
cxceptionable witnefles to eftablilh'it, were fent.to
Great-Britain at the expenfle of the Unittd Statey, °
Capt. Whitby was, notwithitanding, honourably
.acquitted ; no animadverfion stook ‘ :

officer belonging to the fquadron ; nor has.any mpo- :

logy or explanation been made fince the trial wad~ . " i

over, as a conciliatory offering to .the difappointment
of this cSuntry at fuch a refult, * -
‘A cale of another chara&ler occurred in the month
of September, 1806. The Impetueux, a French fhip
ot 74 guns, when aground within a few hundred
Yyards of the 1 !
viflibly within the territorial jurifdiction and hofpitax -
ble proteftion of the United States, was fired uponigi
boarded and burnt, from three Britifh5thips ot war,
under the command of, ¢apt. Douglafs, 'Having
completed this outrage on the fovereiguty” and nens
trality of the Ubited States, the Britili commander
elt no feruple in proceeding thence, into the waters
near Norfolk, nor in the midft of the hofpitalities en.

Ao

o dilcharge trom fiis Thips, imprefled citizens of “the

place “on aify othet “+

thore of Narth.(aralina, -and therefore- .
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 prefefted moreos . 7 ;oo
b the accent g@hich” ‘
7 d, with due confidench that the offén.:, .. *4
der would recgive the exemplary, punifhment. whick® .- 7+ -
“That there might beino failure of lez
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fhould be made tor the acknowledged aggreflion
which preceded it.  This is evidently agreeable to
the order of tine, to the order of realon, and it may
be added, to the aider of uiage, as maintained by
Great-Britain, whenever in analogous cafes, fhe has
been the complaining party.

But as you have fubjoined to the preliminary de-
mand, certain explanations, with a view doubtlefs to

- obviate fuch an aufwer, it will beft accord with the

candour of the prefident, to meet them with fuch a
review of the whale {ubject, as will prefent the folid
grounds ou which he regards fuch a demand as inad-
miffable. 1 begin with the occurrences from which
the proclamation of July 2d refulted. Thefe are in
general terms referred to, by the inftrument itfelf.
A more particular notice of the moft important of
them, will here be in place.

Pafling over then, the habitual but minor irregula-
tities of his Britaunic majefty’s fhips of war, in muk-
ing the hofpitalities of our ports fubfervient to the
annoyance of our tiade, bath outward and inward,.a
pradtice not anly coutrary to the principles of public
law, but exprefely contrary to Britifb ordinances en-
forced during muritime wars, to which Ihe bore a.
neutral relation, I am conftrained, unwelcome as the

prominent inflances. .

In the fummer of the year 1804, the Britifh fri-
gate the Cambrian, with other cruizers, in copany,
entered the harbour of New-York. The comman-

.der, capt. Bradley, in violation of the port laws, re-

lating bozh to health and revenue, caufed a merchant
vefel, jult arrived, aund confeffedly within the limits

*follﬁwing:morc};uf;%'mﬂmmmﬂ?'-'— —r e T

certain {eamen alleged to be Britith “deferters ; a
demand which it is well underftood, yout government
difclaims any right to make: :

It would be very fuperfiunus to dwell on the fea-
tures which maik this sgaravated infult. But I
muft be permitted to remind you, thait in £+ ferious a
light was a fimilar violation of neutral tersitory, by
the deftruction of certain French fhips on the coaft of
Portugal, by a Britifh fquadron under the' comntand
of admiral Bofcawan, regarded by the court of Great-
Britain, chat a minifter extraordinary was difpatched
for the exprefs purpofe of expiating the aggrefficn o
the fovereignty of a friendly power. ;

Laftly prefents itfelf, the attack by the Britifh.

ip of war Leopard, on the American fiigate Chefa-
peake, a cafe too famuliar in all its circumftances to
need a recital of any part of them. It is fufficient to

remark that the conclufive evidence, which this evenc

added to that which had preceded, of the uncontrol-
ed excefTes of the Britifli naval commanders, in infult-
ing our fovereignty, and abufing our hofpitality, de-
termined the prefident to extsnd to all Britifth armed.
fhips, the precaution heretofore applied to u tew by
name, of interdi&ing to them the ufe and privﬂegcs_
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This was done®by hiTs“proclamation»;rj'\rly 2, oo

1807, referring to the feries of occurrences, ending
with the aggreflion on the fiigate Chefapeake, as the
confiderations requiring it, and if the apprehenfion
from the licentious fpirit of the Britih naval com-
manders, thus developed and uncontrauled, v-hich led
to this meafure of precaution, could need‘cther jufti-

and under the authority of the United States, to be fication than was afforded by what had paled, it 2 -

boarded by=perfons under his command, who, after
refitting the officers of the port, in the legal exercife
of their fun&@ions, aétually imprefled and carried off
a nunther of feamen and pafiengers into the fervice
of the fhips of war, On an appeal to his voluntary
refpe@ for the laws, he firlt failed to give up thc.of-
fender to jultice, . and finally repelled the officer
charged with the regular procefs for the purpofe.

“I'his procedure was not only a flagrant infult to regular courfe of trade; and in thé fame fpirit which - -,

the lovereigoty of the nation, but an infradtion of its
neutrality alfo, which did not permit a belligerent

territory. ’ ‘
To finith the fcene, this commander went {o far as

to declare, in an official letter, to the minifter pleni-

unicated to this government, that he confidered his |

would be amply found in the fubfequent conduck. of
tlie fhips under the command of the fame captainx
Douglafs.

This officer, neither admonifhed “by refie@ions
on the crifis produced by the attack on the Chefas
peake, nor conitroled by felpect for the law of natic
ons; or the laws of the Jand, did not ceafe within our
waters to bring to, by firing at veffels purfving their

had difplayed itfelf in the recent outrage committed+

on the Aunerican frigate, he not drily. indulged him. . - .
flup thus to augment its force within the neutral felf in hoflile threats; and indicatiofis of a fhoftda, -= =
approach to Norfolk, but actually obftruéted our cigie..

zens in the ordindry communication between that’ahi”
. - . - . A T
neighbouring places,  His proceedings conftituted itt

of the country, according to the extent of his forcg, '

%‘:stcmiary of his Britannic majefty, and by him com- fa&t, a blockadg of the port, and as real an invafion * i

thip, whillt lying in the harbour of New-Yorky. as:

having dominion around her, within the diftance”of
lier buoyss ) ) i 7
- AH thele circamftances were duly “made known to
the Britifh government in juft expedtation of ho-
nourable reparation. None has ever been offered.
Capt. Bradley was advanced from his frigate to the
command of a thip of the line. .

' as if troops had Béen debarked, @d the town befieged

on the land fide.

Was it poffible for the chief xﬂagiﬂr:ite o;f‘a_hlit‘i.on;. Y
who felt for its rights and jts houdir, to-d6 defs than

interpofe fome meafure of precdption, atTealtidfaint _
the repetitfon of enornjities which had hegn o' long
uncontroled by the goverhment whofe officers ha

At a fublrquent period, feveral Britith frlgatd un-. ~bitant fhape of hoftility and of infult, feen in the attack
der the command of capt. Whitby, of the Leander, $jpn the frigate Chefapeake ? Candour will pronounce -

purfuing the pradtice of vexing the inward and out. :

ward trade of our ports, and hovering for that pur-
pole ahnu% the entrance of that of NewsYork, clofed

a feries.0 'i?rcgularitir.s.

“ gen was killed by a cannon ball which” éntered- the

. veflel, whilft within lefs than a mile from the More. -
The:hlood of a gitigen thus murderéd, in:a trade

v

, fromene ’-\alg‘noth'er pert of his own ¢ountry, and
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that lefs could not be done ) ‘and it will as readily ads -
mit that the proclamation comprifing thay meafurey .
could not have breathed 4 mare terrpegaie fiirit, nor

with an atteinpt to arrelt a  fpoken in & more becoming tone. Hodma"jt hasre-
f which an American citi<# ceived from.thafe; whofe intrufions it prohibited, the:

relpe&t due to the national -anthority

gr been fatle
the-occalion of new intlignities, nee

ocexplanition, '

" “The prefident having intgrpofedtthis precautionary,

interdiét, leR 1o time

{‘jn&:{xﬁ,r'm‘:lm‘g tha minifler ples

. .

ers had com=, 11
mitted them, and which had &t laft taken' the exorsy,,

i Ne.

il
50T 4 A,

Sl

'
o
sy

P

g

Y

EEPYT
LD ¢ w:

» L}:«—x

L
=
e,

~

=
T

bAY
T




